w       THE LIFE STORY OF A  BRAHMAN
grandfather and great-grandfathers, together with all their
wives, are mentioned, and clarified butter is poured on the
sacrificial fire. All is then ready for the actual ceremony to
begin.
The priest pours some warm water into cold (thus reversing
the usual order at ceremonies) and mixes either melted butter
or curds with it, and then wets the child's right ear with the
mixture.
Next, taking a porcupine quill which has three white marks
on it, he combs the boy's hair and plaits three pieces of
darbka grass into it. The priest then picks up a particular
kind of razor which has an iron blade affixed with a copper
najl, and cuts the upper part of the hair, into which he has
already plaited the grass. As the hair falls, cither the mother
or the paternal.aunt (so long as neither be a widow) receives
it and mixes it with cow-dung.
The priest cuts the hair again closer, and again a third
time, being careful of course to leave the &ikk& or sacred top-
knot*
In the same way the priest cuts the hair from three other
parts of the head, waving the razor round the head and saying
mantras the first time but not again.
The barber next steps forward and performs what may be
called the second part of the ceremony, the shaving of the
head, which is done without mantras being said*
The child is then bathed, and a Svastika sign is made on its
head.
The cut hair is, as we saw, mixed with cow-dung, and after-
wards either flung into a river, or a well, or else thrown away
in a cow-stall.
The barber, when he shaves the child, is as careful as the
priest to avoid cutting the sacred top-knot. Every Hindu
who performs Sandhya should wear this top-knot (just as
every Muhammadan should wear a beard), and this often
makes a very convenient touchstone for a missionary, when he
suspects a man of being anxious to make the best of both the^